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you are the only part of the family I leave with reluctance. But to be plain with you, the difference of our birth, fortune and education, make an honourable connexion impossible.
Miss Hard. (Aside.) Generous man! I now begin to admire him. (To him.) But I'm sure my family is as good as Miss Hardcastle's, and though I'm poor, that's no great misfortune to a contented mind, and, until this moment, I never thought that it was bad to want fortune.
Marlow. And why now, my pretty simplicity ?
Miss Hard. Because it puts me at a distance from one, that if I had a thousand pound I would give it all to.
Marlow (Aside.) This simplicity bewitches me, so that if I stay I'm undone. I must make one bold effort, and leave her, (To her.) Your partiality in my favour, my dear, touches me most sensibly, and were I to live for myself alone, I could easily fix my choice. But I owe too much to the opinion of the world, too much to the authority of a father, so that -1 can scarcely speak it -it affects me. Farewell.                                       [Exit.
Miss Hard. I never knew half his merit till now. He shall not go, if I have power or art to detain him. I'll still preserve the character in which I stooped to conquer, but will undeceive my papa, who, perhaps, may laugh him out of his resolution.                                   [Exit.
Enter TONY, Miss NEVILLE
Tony. Ay, you may steal for yourselves the next time. I have done my duty. She has got the jewels again, that's a sure thing; but she believes it was all a mistake of the servants.
Miss Neville. But, my dear cousin, sure, you won't forsake us in this distress. If she in the least suspects that I am going off, I shall certainly be locked up, or sent to my Aunt Pedigree's which is ten times worse.
Tony. To be sure, aunts of all kinds are damned bad things. But what can I do? I have got you a pair of